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Union forces was concentrated upon Mm. J. E.
Smith, with two brigades, charged up the west side
of the ridge to the support of Corse's command,
over open ground and in the face of a heavy fire of
both artillery and musketry, and reached the very
parapet of the enemy. He lay here for a time, but
the enemy coming with a heavy force upon his
right flank, he was compelled to fall back, followed
by the foe. A few hundred yards brought Smith's
troops into a wood, where they were speedily re-
formed, when they charged and drove the attacking
party back to his intrenchments.

Seeing the advance, repulse, and second advance
of J. E. Smith from the position I occupied, I
directed Thomas to send a division to reinforce
him. Baird's division was accordingly sent from
the right of Orchard Knob. It had to march a
considerable distance directly under the eyes of the
enemy to reach its position. Bragg at once com-
menced massing in the same direction. This was
what I wanted. But it had now got to be late in
the afternoon, and I had expected before this to see
Hooker crossing the ridge in the neighborhood of
Eossville and compelling Bragg to mass in that
direction also.

The enemy had evacuated Lookout Mountain
during the night, as I expected he would. In cross-
ing the valley he burned the bridge over Chatta-
nooga Creek, and did all he could to obstruct the
roads behind him. Hooker was off bright and
early, with no obstructions in his front but distance
and the destruction above named. He was detained
four hotirs crossing Chattanooga Creek, and thus
was lost the immediate advantage I expected fromreek, thence up tho ?
